IMPERATIVES FOR 2016

Last year saw a persistent and expanded threat from
non-state actors (such as ISIS), as well as states
hostile to U.S. interests (such as Russia). This year
promises to see continued discussion of Defense
reform, to include a possible revision of the joint
command structure established by the GoldwaterNichols Defense Reorganization Act of 1986. We
are also facing a flat Defense budget. Against this
backdrop, the Global SOF Foundation (GSF) aims to
highlight the importance of U.S. and partner Special
Operations Forces (SOF) as among the most capable
and affordable instruments in protecting our security
in a time when adversaries remain prolific and threats
extend past national borders.
The GSF offers recommendations for action and
supports the allocation of the nation’s resources to
ensure a prominent role for U.S. SOF in our national
security strategy. Additionally, the GSF champions
close collaboration among allied nation SOF to
expand the capabilities of partner nations committed
to mutual security.
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PROPERLY EQUIPPED SOF REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT
NATIONAL ASSET—ONE THAT CAN BE CALLED ON
WITH CONFIDENCE IN THE MOST COMPELLING
HOUR OF NATIONAL NEED. SUSTAINING AND
IMPROVING SOF MUST BE A PRIORITY.

IMPERATIVES FOR 2016
Key issues that require decisive action include the following:

SUPPORT TO OPERATIONS
ཚ Fully resource the SOF force and families
initiatives that are absolutely critical to the
maintenance of our most precious asset –
our people.
ཚ Create a program of record, funded over
multiple years, to build SOF capacity in key
partner nations and promote interoperability
among global SOF. Additionally, expand
authorities for greater intelligence-sharing
among international partners.

CAPABILITIES
ཚ Grow SOF-peculiar procurement and research and
development funding to ensure U.S. SOF maintain
a competitive advantage over our enemies.
ཚ Sustain SOF aviation capabilities as a decisive
enabler and vital component of our nation’s
military superiority, recognizing the great demand
for SOF aviation on the part of the geographic
commanders. Specifically, Congress should study
the need and feasibility for a training center for
international SOF instructor pilots so as to expand
SOF aviation capabilities to partners.

FORCE STRUCTURE AND POSTURE
ཚ In recognition of the importance of SOF
capabilities to our national security (certainly
on par with that of defense intelligence), elevate
the position of Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Special Operations and Low-Intensity Conflict to
an Under Secretary of Defense.
ཚ Sustain U.S. SOF force levels sufficient to address
long standing theater requirements, to ensure
the force is poised to meet today’s and future
threats, and to alleviate stress on the force due to
persistently high operations tempo over the last
fourteen years.
ཚ Recognizing that SOF and conventional forces
have grown increasingly interdependent, require
the Military Services to issue an annual report
on their support to SOF so as to ensure Congress
and the Secretary of Defense have visibility of
Service funding cuts that affect SOF.
ཚ Enact authorities and provide funding for a more
forward footprint of U.S. SOF capabilities to
support the Geographic Combatant Commands.

CONCLUSION
Sustaining and improving our SOF capabilities must be a national priority, especially in this time of Defense
reductions and realignments. The Global SOF Foundation calls on the U.S. Department of Defense, the Military
Services, and our Congressional and Executive Branch leadership to protect hard won gains that SOF have
achieved, and that earn U.S. SOF its elite status among the world’s military forces. Our nation must possess
unparalleled SOF capabilities that complement our conventional forces, and a ready SOF that possesses every
resource necessary to execute both long-term relationship-building missions as well as time-sensitive operations
that so often produce strategic results.

SOF TRUTHS
ཚ Humans are more important than hardware.
ཚ Quality is better than quantity.
ཚ Special Operations Forces cannot be mass-produced.
ཚ Competent Special Operations Forces cannot be created after emergencies occur.
ཚ Most Special Operations require non-SOF assistance.
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