IMPERATIVES FOR 2015

THE IMPORTANCE OF
SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES
U.S. Special Operations Forces (SOF) are among the
nation’s most capable instruments in protecting our
security in a time when adversaries remain proliﬁc
and threats extend past national borders. Challenges
remain prevalent from states hostile to U.S. interests,
and from non-state actors that seek to destabilize and
threaten the U.S. homeland and that of our allies.
The Global SOF Foundation calls on the U.S.
Department of Defense, the Military Services, and
our Congressional and Executive Branch leadership
to protect U.S. SOF’s elite status among the world’s
military forces. We advocate for increased support
and closer collaboration with allied SOF to expand
the capabilities of partner nations committed to
mutual security; greater investment in SOF-peculiar
research & development, platforms, and systems;
more resources for the human performance initiatives
necessary to preserve the force; and investments in
SOF force structure both at home and abroad.
The Global SOF Foundation oﬀers the following
recommendations for action and supports the
allocation of the nation’s resources to ensure
a prominent role for U.S. SOF in our national
security strategy.
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PROPERLY EQUIPPED SOF REMAINS A SIGNIFICANT
NATIONAL ASSET—ONE THAT CAN BE CALLED ON
WITH CONFIDENCE IN THE MOST COMPELLING
HOUR OF NATIONAL NEED. SUSTAINING AND
IMPROVING SOF MUST BE A PRIORITY.

IMPERATIVES FOR 2015
To ensure ready and unparalleled U.S. SOF capabilities that complement our conventional forces,
the following issues require decisive action:

CAPABILITIES
� Enact authorities and provide funding that
allow SOF formations to prioritize their regional
expertise and experience, maintaining and
developing critical relationships around the
world that are essential to achieving our national
security objectives.
� Sustain or grow SOF-peculiar procurement and
research & development funding that guarantees
SOF’s ability to prevail against increasingly
asymmetric, unconventional, and hybrid threats.
� Sustain SOF aviation capabilities as a decisive
enabler and vital component of our nation’s
military superiority.
� Enact authorities and provide increased funding
to build SOF capacity in key partner nations
and promote interoperability among global SOF.
Speciﬁcally, the proposed Counter-terrorism
Partnerships Fund should enable partner nation
SOF development beyond just Iraq and Syria.

SUPPORT
� Fully resource the SOF force and families initiatives
that are absolutely critical to providing the best care
for our people – our most precious asset.
� Remove impediments limiting or prohibiting
not-for-proﬁt organizations’ support for SOF and
their families.

FORCE STRUCTURE
� Sustain U.S. SOF force levels suﬃcient to address
long standing theater requirements, to ensure the
force is poised to meet today’s and future threats,
and to alleviate stress on the force due to persistently
high operational tempo over the last thirteen years.
� Recognizing that SOF and conventional forces have
grown increasingly interdependent, ensure that
resource allocations to the Military Services include
suﬃcient support to SOF sustainment, especially
at this critical time in our nation’s contemplation of
resource reductions and realignments.
� Enact authorities and provide funding that will
implement the Global SOF Network initiatives as
put forth by U.S. Special Operations Command,
including a more forward footprint of U.S. SOF
and more robust Theater Special Operations
Command capabilities to support the Geographic
Combatant Commands.

WHAT IS THE GLOBAL SOF FOUNDATION?
The Global SOF Foundation (GSF) is a 501(c)(3) non-proﬁt
organization that advocates for all aspects of SOF
development, employment, and sustainment in the ﬁght
to defeat globally networked threats. The GSF leads an
international eﬀort to increase understanding of Special
Operations; advance SOF capabilities; and responsibly
promote the role of Special Operations by strategically
linking public and private sector initiatives.

SOF TRUTHS

WE MUST ENSURE A READY SOF
THAT POSSESSES EVERY RESOURCE
NECESSARY TO EXECUTE
BOTH LONG-TERM
RELATIONSHIP-BUILDING MISSIONS
AS WELL AS TIME-SENSITIVE
OPERATIONS THAT SO OFTEN
PRODUCE STRATEGIC RESULTS.

� Humans are more important than hardware.
� Quality is better than quantity.
� Special Operations Forces cannot be
mass-produced.
� Competent Special Operations Forces
cannot be created after emergencies occur.
� Most Special Operations require
non-SOF assistance.
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